
WHA’ HAPPEN?

Summer of
Mysteries
Disappearing homes, unexplained 
holes, floating porta-potties—and it 
keeps getting weirder | by Steve Wilson

It started during the floods in late May, 
when a porta-potty floated down 
Cherrywood Rd. like a foul-smelling 
ghost. At least, that’s what Cherrywood 

Rd. resident Erin Tassoulas figures must have 
happened. “I didn’t actually see it float, but it 
was next to a curb of a house on Cherrywood 
being built,” she says. “When I went outside 
to check out the flooding I saw it sitting three 
houses down right in front of the entrance to 
someone’s driveway.  Like a magic act. Thank 
god it didn’t turn over.”

The wandering porta-potty presaged 
several inexplicable events in Cherrywood 
last June and July. Here are just a few of 
the more bizarre moments in this season 
of the strange.
 
Leaving Lafayette

In early June, a duplex at 3404 Lafayette 
Ave. up and disappeared. Seriously, all the 
bulldozers left was an empty lot of dirt, rubble 
and toppled rubbish bins as the only sign a 
home had been there at all. 

A post on the Neighbornet wondered why 
the city hadn’t informed nearby neighbors of 
the demolition. Cara Fealy-Choate, who vol-
unteers to check the CNA p.o. box, responded 
with the answer: No, the city hadn’t given 
CNA a heads-up about the demolition, but it 
didn’t have to. A disclaimer on all demoli-
tion permits says that the city only has 
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GroupS ANd SuCh 

Meetings
Wednesday, Aug. 19

Cherrywood Quarterly Meeting 

@ Servant Church 6:30–8 pm
AgendA: Check the kiosk and signs around the hood for posted 
agenda items.

reCurriNG MeetiNGS
First tuesdAys: 78722 Business Association Happy Hour  .  .  .  .  . 8 pm
second MondAys: Friends Willowbrook Reach/Patterson Park  .  . 6:30 pm
second tuesdAys: Austin Neighborhood Council East Sector  .  .  . noon–1 pm
second tuesdAys: Blackland Community Development Center  .  . 6 pm
second WednesdAys: CNA Steering Committee Meeting  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6:30–8 pm
third sAturdAys: Mueller Neighborhood Association Meeting  .  . 10 am
Fourth MondAys: Upper Boggy Creek Neighborhood Team  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 pm
Fourth WednesdAys: Austin Neighborhoods Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7–9 pm

Dates, times, and locations are subject to change. Please refer to the Google 
calendar on cherrywood.org for more information. Want to submit something 
for the online and FLEA calendars? Contact flea@cherrywood.org.

CNA UPDATE

CNA AND FlEA TUrN 20 Y’all’ve come a long way, baby (pg. 11)

TOVO iN THE HOUsE District 9 City Council member Kathie 
Tovo visits the Cherrywood Quarterly Meeting again 
Aug. 19.  Property taxes are bound to come up, given 
her work to prod the city into challenging appraisals 
on undervalued commercial properties. 
 
iNCOrPOrATiON ANTiCiPATiON The committee tasked with 
exploring nonprofit status for CNA is set to present at 
the next Steering Committee meeting on Sept. 9.

to inform neighbors of a demolition if the 
structure or area has “historical significance.” 

So what’s going up in the space? “Single 
Family House,” according to the short and 
sweet permit listed on the city’s site. About 
the only thing that stands out in the entry is 
the company that razed the structure, the 
evocatively named “Southwest Destructors.” 

Potholes in My Lawn
In July, a bunch of holes appeared in 

Cherrywood green near the new kiosk. The 
holes cropped up in other places around the 
hood, but the ones at the green seemed the 
most insidious. Rumors abounded that the 
city planned to install a utility pole there—
exactly the sort of thing the neighborhood 
fought to avoid when it applied to create the 
green. Adding to the mystery, Austin’s right-
of-way coordinator and Austin Parks had no 
information on the holes. 

but after a week of emails and phone 
calls, neighbors got an answer from Sergio 
Mendoza of Austin’s Watershed Engineering. 
Turns out the holes were  “percolation test 
holes” to scope out possible rain gardens in 12 
sites around the neighbhorhood. 

Mystery solved. or was it? one matter of 
unfinished business remained. Namely, what 
exactly is a rain garden? Turns out it’s a natu-
ral way to filter street water before it drains 
into creeks and rivers. Though funding is a 
long ways away, mark my words: Someday the 
green will get a rain garden.

DOn’T
MISS OuT!

iF  THAT DON’T bEAT All !

Green Art 
Maybe it’s the new kiosk, maybe it’s 
the clean-up job on National Trail 
Day, maybe it’s just the boredom of 
summer, but somebody got inspired 
to spruce up Cherrywood Green 
with a lovely bit of poetry on a string. 
Check it out before some bird uses it 
to build a literary nest. 

<< The Legality of Loppin’
Somewhere in the middle of all this, 

neighborhood plants affecting street visibility 
and blocking walkways started disappearing. 
No mystery this time around, just the work 
of a lopper cutting the offending vegetation. 
Trouble was the owners of the yards with the 
pernicious plants weren’t the ones doing the 
loppin’, and they made something of a stink 
about it on the NeighborNet. 

An argument about the whole business 
raged on and on, but it wasn’t a complete 
waste of everyone’s time, as—let’s face 
it—these things usually are. Some useful 
information emerged when the police and at 
least one city employee weighed in:

w Trimming somebody else’s plants isn’t 

exactly illegal if said plants block walkways or 
decrease visibility.

w one exception to the above is any tree 
of city property. You’d need a Public Tree Care 
Permit to prune, remove or aid that tree.

w Leaving the clippings on the street or in 
nearby yards are big  no-nos.

w Loppers should clean trimmers betwixt 
every stop to avoid spreading diseases.

Obligatory Call for New LUT Chair
Maybe the greatest mystery is why these 

events haven’t inspired anyone to volunteer 
for the vacant chair for CNA’s Land use and 
Transportation Committee. 

Those up for the job should contact chair@
cherrywood.org.

CoNTaCT@ Cherry wood.org  
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According to the Texas Department 
of Transportation and Senator Kirk 
Watson, the I-35 upper decks aren’t 
going anywhere. Cherrywood resi-

dents and other members of The North Central 
I-35 Neighborhood Coalition 2 learned of this 
surprising about-face at a late May open house 
with the agency. 

Throughout the Mobility35 Capital Area 
Improvement Plan process, TxDOT officials 
have repeatedly insisted that the upper decks 
could not structurally bear the load of another 
lane of traffic, ruling them out of the agency’s 
plans to build managed toll/transit lanes and 
offering hope to nearby neighborhoods that the 
decks might ultimately be removed.

Announced by Senator Watson, the new 
10-year plan calls for a retrofit to the existing 
support beams that will allow an additional 
auxiliary lane. While auxiliary lanes in prac-
tice have been shown to ease congestion caused 
by merging traffic, north central neighbors have 
been quick to note that the distance between 
ramps on the upper decks—in excess of a mile—
means more vehicles, noise and air pollution, 
not to mention limited emergency access.

NCINC2  is drafting a resolution opposing 
the upper decks. 

Also, the UT Center for Transportation 
Research presented a comparative traffic 

analysis of the 38th Street ramp proposal 
(requiring acquisition of properties along the 
northbound frontage road), using modeling to 
predict traffic volumes with and without the 
proposed ramp. CNA had previously voted to 
neither support nor oppose the proposal until 
that info became available.  

NCINC2 formed last year to share informa-
tion on the developing CAIP proposals. The 
group, which includes Cherrywood, champions 
connectivity and pedestrian safety, burning 
issues for a city endeavoring to be sustainable, 
healthy and connected with an interstate that is 
anything but. 

UPDATEs

So Close! 
Where things stand with on-
going projects around the hood

w4020 airpOrt BlVD.
The development was supposed to break 
ground mid-summer, but now it’s looking 
like September, according to glen Coleman, 
spokesperson for developer PSw.

wpattersOn park cOmmunity GarDen
Money raised, permission granted, now it’s 
just down to the city to sign a license agree-
ment before proceeding with construction. 
Latest projection? September. 
plots available: smolen@sbcglobal.net. 

wresiDential parkinG permits
rPP restricts parking to people with permits, 
and austin don’t take no jive where rPP 
is concerned: the city gave out 300 rPP-
related citations last year. all it takes is a call 
to 311 to get illegally parked cars out of the 
picture. Streets close to UT in the southwest 
corner of the hood and Cherrywood rd. 
from Manor rd. to 32nd St. are down with 
rPP. Meanwhile, the block of Lafayette ave. 
closest to the Cherrywood Coffeehouse is 
still working on it. 
More info: austintexas.gov/department/
residential-permit-parking.

CHErryWOOD COFFEEHOUsE
tuesdays 9 pm
Open-Mic Comedy
thursdays-Saturdays 7 pm
Music
Sundays 10 am
Kids Music 
Monday–Friday 8 am
Free Hatha Yoga 
 
NATUrE ’s TrEAsUrEs 
daily 11am 
New Age Readings

Mi MADrEs
third thursdays 7-9pm  
Lotería 
Fourth Saturdays 7–10pm
Salsa Night 
 

iN .grEDiENTs
thursdays 7–11pm
Triva/Comedy
First Fridays 6 pm
Block Party 
 
sCHOOlHOUsE PUb 
2nd Mondays 7–9 pm  
Libations 101

5/11–5/17 
Craft Beer Week

bUTTErFly bAr 
tuesdays 7pm  
Trivia
thursdays 6:30 pm 
Hoopy Happy Hour
Fridays 6 pm 
Music 
 

HAyMAkEr 
Fridays 4-8pm 
Sno Cone Happy Hour 

8/22 11am-1pm 
2nd Anniversary Party 

VOrTEx rEP.  CO . 
8/7–8/22 8pm

Robin Hood: An Elegy
8/27–9/5 8pm

Hunger
9/17–9/26 8pm

Hands Up Hoodies Down

sAlVAgE VANgUArD
through 8/29 8pm
Breaking String
9/10–9/26 8pm
Glass Half Full Theater

w w w.Cherry wood.org  

 
Makin’ 

Hay
Haymaker 2nd Anniversary

Aug. 22
11am-1pm

For its second anniversary party, the Midwest-
inspired restaurant will go british with fish 
& chips, games and free stuff. Patrons are 
encouraged to dress as their fave british 

character, fictional or otherwise.

C H E R R Y w O O D  C A L E n D A R  O F  C u L T u R A L  E v E n T S

The solution is simple: TxDOT should stop fretting over I-35 and 
simply invest in personal flight tech, the future of transportation.

i-35 UPDATE

Upper Decks Going Nowhere Fast
TxDOT’s about-face bring early-onset road rage| by Brendan Wittstruck
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Hours without power, flooded 
garages, water knee-deep 
at the Kirkwood cul de sac, 
water-pressurized manhole 

covers auditioning for So You Think You Can 
Dance? And we’ve already mentioned the 
wandering porta potty of Cherrywood Rd. 
(see pg. 1). That was Cherrywood during 
the flooding of late May, and it could be 
Cherrywood all over again the next time 
around.

The Austin Neighborhoods Council 
issued a resolution of flood-prevention pro-
posals that Cherrywood passed at the May 
neighborhood quarterly meeting. It asks the 
city council for dough and manpower to do 
the following:

w Reduce the number of variances 
granted for impervious cover, detention 
ponds and watershed restrictions for new 
developments within the city limits and 
other areas. 

w Direct City of Austin staff to plan for 
flooding with Central Texas counties and 

agencies.
w use residential and commercial 

drainage fees to fund flood abatement 
projects and supplement federal buyout 
programs to remove highest risk residents 
from the flood plain. Make drainage fees 
and fee-in-lieu  funds available for review 
on the city website.

w Direct Watershed Protection and 
other departments to remove obstructions 
created by flood debris.

w Work with other cities to give 
counties more control over inappropriate 
development in flood-prone areas.

w Evaluate and remediate inadequate 
storm-drain infrastructure in existing 
neighborhoods.

w Add a flood hazard and wild fire 
hazard overlay to CodeNext.

Sounds good on paper, but in practice, 
some neighbors have their misgivings. 
Friends and Lovers of Willbrook Reach 
member Dave Westenbarger wrote to the 
FLWR list that the resolution would do 

more harm than good if adopted by the city. 
“‘Flood abatement programs’ are not 

defined [in the resolution], but I am skepti-
cal they would reduce in-stream flow rates 
and increase percolation into the ground,” 
he wrote. “More likely is that they would 
involve more channelization and moving 
water into creeks and rivers faster rather 
than removing upstream pavement and 
adding stormwater detention ponds and 
rain gardens which are what are needed. ... 
And ‘remediate inadequate storm drainage  
infrastructure’ sounds to me like ‘moving 
water from streets into creeks faster by 
installing larger pipes and keeping them 
clear,’ which will also increase flow rates 
and flooding.”

A few months after the floods, at the dry 
and hot end of summer, the very notion of 
rain seems like a distant memory. Drought 
prevention, anyone? 

The Flood Next Time
Austin Neighborhood Council has a fix for flooding, but will it work? | by Steve Wilson

CoNTaCT@ Cherry wood.org  

G R E E n  S P A C E S

photo By SuNShiNe MAthoN
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WillOWbrOOk rEACH

Soaked
‘Dem plants slowed the flow, but 
also snagged the trash 

Flood waters came up to the red swing 
and to the edge of the street in several 
locations this May. It was gratifying 
to see all the vegetation slow down the 
effects of the flooding. unfortunately, 
the plants also caught a lot of trash. 
Sixteen volunteers helped to pick up 
over 26 bags of trash on National Trail 

day. Subsequently, we have had ad-
ditional high water, which brought in 
still more refuse.

As an indication of the abundant 
rains and improved water quality, the 
fish population thrives in the creek. 
Sunfish tend to multiple spawning 
beds and minnows dart all over the 
place. The number of tadpoles are 
down, but hopefully this is a result 
of the running water rather than 
pesticide contamination. Frogs and 
especially toads prefer slow-moving 
water for spawning.

Flowers thrive along with the 
wildlife, their  number and diversity 
increasing with more native volun-
teers showing up unexpectedly. 

Bug Hunt
In July, Watershed Pro-

tection’s bio survey on 
the Willowbrook 
section of the 

creek examined the 
creek’s aquatic insect species. The 
types and numbers of bugs can be an 
excellent indicator of water quality 
and stream health. The data will be 
compared to historic data for this 
stretch to see if there is a measurable 
improvement in water quality since 
restoration began.— David boston

More info: lclippard@gmail.com

w w w.Cherry wood.org  

We pulled into our driveway 
at a highpoint of the big 
storm in May and it looked 
like the sky was falling.  

once safe inside, we all started laughing, 
our adrenaline still rushing. Then a flash 
of lightning lit up the back yard and I saw 
something out of place. As if on cue, the 
lightning flashed again while my eyes were 
focused through the glass, and what I saw 
stimulated an uncontrolled moment of 
Tourette Syndrome in front of my young 
kids, to the dismay of my wife.

A mighty pecan tree now lay on its side, 
partly crushing the roof of the backyard 
garage apartment.

I started interviewing tree service com-
panies and two days later a three-man team 
from AbC Residential made quick work of 
the tree in just a few hours. I asked them to 
leave the larger limbs and logs for lumber 
processing and researched several milling 
companies in the area. None of these lum-
ber yards would accept a residential tree. 
“They always have nails in them, no matter 

what you tell me,” I heard over and over.  
but for roughly $50/hr., J & S Portable 

Sawmill set up a sawmill in my backyard. 
It would have been possible to cut siding 
material—my initial objective—but the 
costs compared to final product volume  
wasn’t a good investment with the mostly 
tree limb stock. I decided on cutting 3” thick 
circular sections on all limbs that could 
later be worked into functional objects. The 
long trunk we cut into planks for a future 
bench or countertop. 

I treated the wood with a green wood 
sealer and have stored it in my backyard 
home office for the last two months, the 
cheapest timber dehumidified solution. 
Wood doesn’t dry well outdoors in Texas.

All in all, the tree service cost $900 and 
the portable mill service cost $500. I kept 
a large volume of quality wood from “The 
Chipper” and have signed up for carpentry 
courses at WoodCraft in north Austin.  
Plan on seeing me at the next Cherrywood 
Art Fair with lots of custom pecan cutting 
boards, plates and bowls.  

A Tree Falls in Cherrywood
Nothing a mobile sawmill can’t fix | by Jim reed

Step 1: Have a tree fall on your house. Step 2: Chop it up. Step 3: Slice and dice. Step 4: Ready to make stuff! 
photoS CourteSy oF JiM reed
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This year’s installment of the Cherrywood Neigh-
borhood-Wide Yard Sale turned into a major To 
Do, with masses of people from all over town 
walking the streets looking for deals. Nearly 60 

households signed up to participate in the June event, and 
lots more had pop-up yard sales or sold refreshments, toma-
toes, plants, ceramics, and more to passers-by. 

Sellers reported that it was a great family-friendly event, 
and that it was “adorable seeing little kids being taught how 
to make a purchase by their parents.” Zaniest items sold 
included a 1950s wedding dress, a fish made from a steer horn 
(an old souvenir from New Mexico) and a bela Lugosi life 
mask made from an impression of the man himself! Shoppers 
hopped from sale to sale with treasures stuffed into strollers, 
bike baskets and pickups, and a few were still hanging around 
after the noon witching hour. The whole shebang wildly 
exceeded expectations, and leftovers were donated to various 
organizations around town. A win-win all around!

NEigHbOrHOOD-WiDE yArD sAlE

Everything 
Must Go
Second Cherrywood Neighborhood-Wide Yard 
Sale draws over 60 homes and no end of hipsters  
| by Jennifer potter-Miller

CoNTaCT@ Cherry wood.org  

S O  v E R Y  C H E R R Y w O O D

photoS By JeNNiFer potter-Miller ANd BeNJAMiN JeNkS
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iNDEPENDENCE DAy PArADE

Going 
Fourth   
 
Flag-waving in French Place never 
felt so good   
| photos by Jennifer potter-Miller

S E N S E  A N D  S US TA I N A bI l I T Y

— • —

e-WAste not, e-WAnt not: In May, neighbors 
dropped off several truckloads of the kind of waste 
Sanitation won’t take away on a regular garbage day . 
Thank DonJon Vonavitch for hatching the plan, hanging 
around Cherrywood Green to collect stuff and hauling 
it all away in his truck . 
More info: chair@cherrywood .org

cleAning the green: An Austin Trails Founda-
tion workday in June drew several neighborhood 
volunteers and some from as far as Lampassas . The 
crew also finally finished the last bottom step on the 
stairs to the creek, reinstalled the bench, pruned 
trees and bushes .

The team also installed a new bulletin board/
kiosk for announcements, giving the hood an official 
area for announcements and other notices—garage 
sales, lost pets, etc . . Just no advertising if you 
please .

Just a block away, Concordia Triangle is lucky 
to get mowed every once in a great while . We’ve had a few false starts developing this area . 
Hopefully the renewed interest in the Green may spill over here . Any takers???  
More info: michael .damal@gmail .com

urbAn FArM updAte: In mid-July, Cherrywood Farm held the 
final distribution for its spring/summer season, with member 
families getting shares of just-picked tomatoes, onions, cucum-
bers, tomatillos, garlic and herbs . Farming continues informally 
over the summer, promising plentiful hot-weather bounty like 
okra and eggplant .

It’s also an opportunity to take care of irrigation systems 
and other maintenance, to help keep on growing healthy local 
food for each other . There is plenty of room in this welcoming 
circle of growers for more neighbors who want to become part 
of it and do some growing of their own .  
More info: terry .dyke@cherrywood .org .

photoS By JeNNiFer potter-Miller ANd terry dyke
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THEy liVED HErE: NOTAblE PEOPlE OF CHErryWOOD

Cherrywood’s Alamo Connection
Almarion Dickinson Griffith, son of the “Babe of the Alamo” | by rebecca kohout

Almarion Dickenson griffith, who 
organized of one of Texas’ first 
fruit growers’ cooperative asso-
ciations, lived at 3103 Robinson 

until his death in 1938 at the age of 85. He 
brought to Cherrywood a unique claim 
to fame: his mother, Angelina Arabella 
Dickenson, was the famous “babe of the 
Alamo.” Angelina was carried as a baby 
from the conquered Alamo by her mother, 
Susanna Dickinson, wife of Lieutenant 
Almarion Dickenson. Many historians 
believe the mother and child are the only 
Anglo people who survived the battle. 

No story of the Alamo is complete with-
out the poignant drama of the Dickinson 

family. on Feb. 23, 1836, as the forces of 
gen. Antonio López de Santa Anna entered 
the city, Dickinson reportedly caught up 
his wife and daughter behind his saddle 
and galloped to the Alamo just before the 
enemy started firing.

They were among the heroic group 
within the Alamo walls when William b. 
Travis addressed his thrilling letter “to 
the people of Texas and all Americans in 
the world,” telling them he was besieged by 
Santa Anna’s forces of a thousand or more. 
Like Travis, the Dickinsons knew at that 
moment there was little hope that victory 
instead of death would come to the defend-
ers. “The enemy has demanded a surrender 

at discretion, otherwise the garrison are 
to be put to the sword if the fort is taken,” 
Travis wrote to the world. “I have answered 
the demand with a cannon shot, and our flag 
still waves proudly from the walls. I shall 
never surrender or retreat.”

Inside the Alamo, Travis tied his cat’s-
eye ring around Angelina’s neck, and it 
became one of the few artifacts to survive 
the siege, eventually returning to the Alamo 
in 1955. After the final Mexican assault 
on March 6, 1836, it was all over within an 
hour and the dead lay in piles ready to be 
burned by their conquerors. only the wife 
of Lieutenant Dickinson and her baby girl 
were spared. Santa Anna wanted to adopt 

Cherrywood resident of yore Almarion Dickenson Griffith happened to be the son of Angelina Arabelle Dickenson, the girl who survived the battle of the Alamo.

C H E R R Y w O O D  H I S T O R Y
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Angelina, but her mother refused. A few 
days after the battle, mother and child were 
released as messengers to general Sam 
Houston.

At the end of the revolution, Angelina 
and her mother moved to Houston. For their 
participation in the defense of the Alamo, 
they received a donation certificate for 640 
acres of land in 1839 and a bounty war-
rant for 1,920 acres of land in Clay County 
in 1855. However, an 1849 resolution by 
Texas Representative guy M. bryan for the 
relief of “the orphan child of the Alamo” to 
provide funds for Angelina’s support and 
education failed. 

Meanwhile, Susanna Dickinson 
married three times between 1837 and 
1847. At the age of seventeen, with her 
mother’s encouragement, Angelina married 
John Maynard griffith, a farmer from 
Montgomery County. over the next six 
years, the griffiths had three children, 
including Almarion, but the marriage ended 
in divorce. Leaving two of her children with 
her mother and one with an uncle, Angelina 
drifted to New orleans. Rumors spread of 
her promiscuity.

before the Civil War she became 
associated in galveston with Jim britton, a 
railroad man from Tennessee who became 
a Confederate officer, and to whom she 
gave Travis’s ring. She is believed to have 
married oscar Holmes in 1864 and had 
a fourth child in 1865. Whether she ever 
married britton is uncertain, but according 
to Flake’s Daily bulletin, Angelina died as 
“Em britton” in 1869 of a uterine hemor-
rhage in galveston, where she was a known 
courtesan.

Legend holds that William B. Travis (left), commander of the Alamo, gave his ring (middle) to 
Amarion’s mother (right) for safe-keeping soon before his death. The ring traded a few hands, but 
eventually wound up on display at the Alamo museum as one of the few surviving artifacts of the 
battle.  

Above, the house where the babe of the “Babe of the Alamo” 
lived for several years until his death in 1938. Below, the only 
picture of Almarion we could dig up. Sorry about the poor image 
quality, but what are you gonna do?   

While A.D. griffith, known in some 
corners as the “grandson of the Alamo,” 
had little more to add to the story, he loved 
telling it to people. It’s fitting that his 
great-granddaughter, Wilfreda gustafson, 
was born on March 2, the anniversary of 
Texas Independence Day.

For the full-length version of this story and 
other Cherrywood history articles, visit 
Kohout’s site at cherrywoodinfo.com.
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Free ranger: Jonathan, the 9-year-old Mayor of Cherrywood.  

Flea: you really get around the neighorhood on that bike.  
do you have a system?

Jonathan: i just see who’s around and see if they can play. i could do three 
or four hours with them.

Flea: how often do you free-range?
Jonathan: Mostly every day i have time. and if it’s not too hot or cold.
Flea: when do you have to be home?
Jonathan: before dark. if i want to stay for dinner, i call my mom or grandma.
Flea: what do you like the most about the freeranging lifestyle?
Jonathan: That i get to go wherever i want and do whatever i want on my bike.
Flea: does that philosophy freak out the parents of the kids you visit?
Jonathan: No, people just say hi and stuff.

– Steve wilson

Last issue, The Flea wondered (in a fairly 
unhelpful way, admittedly) how Drury Lane, a 
gravel alleyway that only extends a few blocks, 
got its own street sign. John Christian, who’s 
lived alongside Drury for years, can’t exactly 
answer that question, but he can attest that 
this little lane deserves some respect.

Rebecca Kohout, Cherrywood’s 
preeminent historian, has discov-
ered that Drury Lane was named 
for the son of the Nowlin family, 

who died young. According to plat maps 
she’s dug up, it’s always been short. I always 
thought it originally began as far down as 
Calvary Cemetery, and many people share 
that perception, but there’s no evidence to 
back this up.  

Maybe Drury Lane isn’t big and never 
was, but it looms large in my mind. It’s a 
peaceful place, a shady, tree-lined cul-de-

Drury lane
It’s more than an alley, 
it’s history | by John Christian

M E E T  Y O u R  n E I G H b O R

sac unlike any other part of the neighbor-
hood. Students and professionals walk 
through it as an easy, stress-free alternative 
to get to the Dean Keeton bus stop. They 
walk or drive their bikes through, often 
with their little doggies. You could even 
consider Drury a sound buffer—the city 
sometimes parks construction equipment 
here, keeping their noise and bulk off the 
busier streets. It’s a delicate and nice area. 

When you look down Drury, you can see 
the neighborhood as it might have been long 
ago. A remnant of a simpler time. Dig under 
the gravel and you won’t just find pavement, 
you’ll touch history.

Cherrywood was farmland, like much 
of East Austin. It was an idyllic area of 
oak woods and other trees. You get a taste 
of that when you stroll down  Drury. It 
reminds you of a time before Asphalt 
became King, before the dust disappeared, 
East Ave. was vanquished forever and we 
got I-35, the great divide.

I remember when the uT Facilities 
complex was a row of beautiful little houses 
belonging to humble, nice and interesting 
residents who had lived there all their 
lives. Some had even been born there. 
Several small streets traversed that area. 
It’s where Roland DeNoie had his Salvation 
Sandwiches kitchen. 

by eminent domain uT bought all that 
land and it was truly sad. The school didn’t 

give residents much time to get out. Many 
of them told me, “what am I going to do 
now?” Some of these neighbors, up in 
years already, passed away within a year. 
Residents in the blacklands neighborhood 

got a strong whiff of what was happening 
and stood up and gave the school a big black 
eye.

Through all the changes that followed 
in Cherrywood and the city as a whole, 
Drury largely stayed the same: a quiet little 
oasis in the middle of a neighborhood that’s 
already pretty quiet to begin with. 

When you look down Drury Lane, you see the neighborhood as it might have been long ago, opines John Christian (above).

Self-portrait with 
moustache
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{ t h e c h e r ry wo od r e a de r }

cnA And the FleA: 20 yeArs oF MAkin’ MAgic | researched* by Steve Wilson

This incarnation of the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association 
launched in the summer of 1995, and The Flea has been nipping 

at its tender flesh ever since. Here’s a look back at some of the 
more notable cover lines over the years.

* with some poetic license

Got a short story, poem, play, 
manifesto or constitution you’d like to 

share for this space?  
Send it to flea@cherrywood .org .

NeighborNet lauNches oN World Wide Web

Number of “Suspicious Man” sightings quintuples

The Flea
NOVEMBER 2008 | VOLUME 15 | NUMBER 1

On Saturday, November 8, 2008, Mueller dedicated a portion of the hike and bike trail within the community’s 
Southwest Greenway to our friend, Gordon Bennett, who was a longtime Cherrywood neighbor influential in the early 
planning stages of Mueller helping to shape the mixed-use, urban development on the site of the former airport. Family 
and friends unveiled the “Gordon Bennett Way” marker, which is located at Zach Scott and Tom Miller streets.

Cherrywood Neighborhood Association General Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19   |   6:30-8 p.M.   |  MApLEWOOD ELEMENtARY 
 

 ON THE AGENDA: Sustainability issues, including the rollout of the new recycling bins,  
by a City of Austin representative; election of new CNA Steering Committee members; up-to-date 

 news about neighborhood planning projects; and more. 
 

All Cherrywood neighbors are welcome and encouraged to attend!

GORDON BENNET T WAY DEDICATION AT MUE L L E R

Photo courtesy of TateAustinHahn

cna expanDs BOrDers
Community Garden Planned

Garden expected 
complete in only  
six months!

The Quarterly Newsletter of 

the Cherrywood Neighborhood 

Association

www.cherrywood.org

November 2006
Volume 12, Number 1

Cherrywood

Neighboorhood

Quarterly  

Meeting

Wednesday

November 15

6:30–8:00pm

Maplewood Elementar y 

School Librar y

Open to all residents 

of Cherrywood. 

We need your input!

Agenda

» Call to Order

» Security Issues — APD

» Treasurers Repor t

» SC Election

» Recruiting/Nominations  

 Discussion

» Parks & Traf f ic Island  

 Maintenance

» P&Z Report & Discussion

» Ar t Fair Review

» CNA Film Series  

 Proposal Discussion

» Open Floor

» Adjournment

Next meeting:  

February 21, 2007

People join the Cherrywood 

Neighborhood Association’s 

Steering Committee (SC) for a 

variety of reasons. I joined to get 

to know my neighbors better and 

to feel a sense of community. 

What’s yours?

SC meets monthly at a local 

eatery to reconnect and oversee 

matters including, community 

building, planning and zoning, 

loitering, hospitality, parks and 

green spaces and security is-

sues. This doesn’t necessarily 

mean SC members are out there 

digging the trenches (although 

some do), picking up fallen rocks 

(although some do) or going 

door-to-door to welcome new 

neighbors (although…some do). 

At best SC serves as a resource 

for how to effectively take action 

on a plethora of neighborhood 

issues. At worst its an hour and a 

half meeting, monthly, in which to 

share a cerveza. 

At this November’s CNA General 

Meeting, six SC members com-

plete their service and lucky for 

us, two have agreed to stand for 

re-election. In addition, two new 

neighbors have thrown their hats 

into the ring: That leaves two 

vacancies....

Every volunteer project obtains 

its strength from the people 

involved. SC is entirely a vol-

unteer effort and you can help 

the neighborhood in a variety 

of ways. WE NEED YOU! If you 

are interested in serving on SC, 

contact me at 692-7604. At the 

very least, cast your vote at the 

Quarterly Meeting (see sidebar).

Here are introductions to the four 

neighbors nominated for SC:

Harold Cook’s Reason 

I’m Harold Cook, and I’ve lived in 

Cherrywood for about 14 years. 

My philosophy is that neighbors 

help neighbors. We agree when 

we can, and when we disagree we 

do so without being disagreeable, 

and with great respect for a diver-

sity of thought, background, and 

perspective. We should celebrate 

our neighborhood, and with that 

comes a responsibility to create 

and maintain a neighborhood 

worth celebrating. I’d like to do 

my small part to continue the 

Cherrywood winning streak. 

Thanks for your consideration.

Brian Keenan’s Reason 

I’m Brian Keenan, and my 

partner Kevin and I have lived in 

Cherrywood for about three and a 

half years, now. We have a dachs-

hund named Ruby. I wanted to 

get involved in the neighborhood 

association because I think that 

this could be a very important 

time in our neighborhood’s 

development. We’re experiencing 

a kind of gentrification and at the 

same time, we’re expecting a lot 

of changes to our area because 

of the Mueller redevelopment. I 

want to help our neighborhood 

preserve its unique and diverse 

eclectic character while we grow 

into the city that we will become. 

Thank you for the opportunity.

Wade McElroy’s Reason 

Howdy! My name is Wade  

McElroy. My wife Karinne and 

I have lived in Cherrywood for 

about two years now. And we are 

also the owners of Clementine 

Coffee Bar on Manor Road. Own-

ing a coffee bar in this neighbor-

hood has been and continues 

to be one of the most enjoyable 

experiences of my life. Between 

owning a business and living here 

in Cherrywood, I feel connected 

to this wonderful neighborhood 

and would love an opportunity to 

help out. 

Mark Schiff’s Reason 

I’m Mark Schiff, and a Cher-

rywood resident for 15 years. 

I work building cabinets and 

furniture at the Splinter Group. 

My wife Beverly and I also had a 

soap making business, the first 

in Austin that we know of, for 10 

years. My reason for joining SC  

is that I would like to preserve the 

historic character of the neigh-

borhood. 

What’s Your Reason?

by Jennifer ElsnerNever-Ending CNA Meeting 

Argument over proper parliamentary procedure lasts 48 hours

annexes part of i-35 frontage, entirety of east 
austin, Philippines, guam, Moon  

FEB 2011 | VOLUME 17 | NUMBER 1    Newsletter of the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association CHERRYWOOD.ORG

Cherrywood 
Neighborhood 

General 
Meeting

Agenda items include:

• Pecan Street Project Call for Volunteers
• Planning, Zoning & Transportation Update
• General Neighborhood Updates

All Cherrywood neighbors are welcome and encouraged to attend!

BECOMING A by Aaron Choate, CNA Steering Committee Chair   
 GOOD NEIGHBOR

Moving from a neighborhood where I 
was less involved, I chose to take advan-
tage of the open door CNA provided 
for my becoming an active participant 
in how city services developed around 
my new home. I hope some of you will 
choose to join the groups that are han-
dling these issues, and perhaps even con-
sider joining our Steering Committee; 
you can contact me at achoate@gmail.
com for more information. We welcome 
all residents from within our boundar-
ies, whether you own or rent. 

Beyond shaping how we fi t into the 
city as a whole, we have many opportu-
nities to mold efforts to keep the neigh-
borhood such a great place to live. We 
have groups focused on improving our 
reclaimed “pocket park” Cherrywood 
Green and restoring Willowbrook Reach, 
supporting the arts and neighborhood 
artists, starting a patchwork farm, and 
helping to maintain and shape the fea-
tures and benefits of Patterson Park, 

to name just a few. One of the CNA’s 
goals in 2011 is making opportunities 
to become more active in these efforts 
easier to fi nd. Please consider joining a 
group if you have a passion for any of 
these activities (or any others). It will 
make us stronger as a neighborhood, 
increase our safety, and you might 
make a friendship that could have never 
otherwise happened. Visit our website 
cherrywood.org for more information. 

Of course, we all understand that 
you may not have the time to devote 
to monthly meetings, weekend activi-
ties, or even quarterly commitments. 
However, one simple way to become 
more active in Cherrywood is to join 
our e-mail listserv NeighborNet. At the 
very least, get to know and maintain a 
relationship with your immediate neigh-
bors. Get their phone numbers, emer-
gency contacts, and e-mail addresses 
and pledge to keep them informed if 
you see something suspicious occurring 
at their home, especially while they are 
away. For tips on protecting yourself 
and your neighbors, see page 3.

So, with that, I invite you to join 
us at the next Cherrywood Quarterly 
Meeting on Wednesday, February 16. I 
hope to see you there.

I moved here several years ago 
not only because of the proximity to 
my employer, but also because of the 
amazing diversity I saw in the residents 
of my new neighborhood. Through our 
neighborhood listserv, NeighborNet, 
I watched how Cherrywood residents 
worked together to support each other, 
even on contentious issues, with respect 
for differing opinions and an expectation 
that the effort would be made to reach 
a consensus. At the time I moved in, the 
Cherrywood Neighborhood Association 
(CNA) was working to guide what was to 
become the Mueller development, what 
urban rail might look like, and how the 
neighborhood would fi t into the future 
of the expanding urban patchwork that 
is Austin. Because of where this neigh-
borhood is and due to the efforts of 
several of our residents, Cherrywood 
has the opportunity to continue to help 
guide and shape that future and I hope 
that we will continue to be as involved. 

As our neighborhood moves into 2011, it seems that we face many challenges.
State budget cuts will affect many of our neighbors’ jobs directly and touch on many 
of the services our city and county provide to us. Our schools are dealing with major 
budget shortfalls. Our neighbors are dealing with substantial growth in the number 
of property crimes in and around our neighborhood. Our time is becoming more 
and more precious and it is harder for us to even consider next week, let alone next 
year. With all of that, how do we remain focused on being the neighborhood many 
of us chose to join by moving here?

Wednesday
February 16

6:30–8:00 pm
MAPLEWOOD 
ELEMENTARY

FleaT
H

E

Cherrywood at war!
Schieffer Secessionists gain foothold in Patterson Park  

French Place promises to send aid
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photoS By JeNNiFer potter-Miller

CoNTaCT@ Cherry wood.org  

AsPlUNDH, AT iT AgAiN
Nice work, Asplundh. Add this bang-up 

“trimming” job at Servant Asbury Church 
to your list of great accomplishments. The 

neighbors and heritage trees of the hood 
can’t thank you enough.

FlEA A FiNAlisT
What better way to celebrate The Flea’s 

20th birthday than with a nifty plaque from 
Neighborhoods uSA’s 2014 Newsletter Com-
petition. This humble rag  didn’t win the top 
prize, but NuSA cited us for “uncompromis-

ing valor on the battlefield” and “best pie.” 

. lEAVE OUr bUlk TrAsH AlONE!
Some of the most magestic and inspiring 
trash heaps piled outside homes for this 

July’s bulk Trash Day didn’t last long. The 
trucks of flea marketeers swarmed the hood 
in greater numbers than ever, taking the loot 

before we could pick over it ourselves.

G O I n G S - O n 

Tis no wonder Manor businesses are looking into different 
ways to ensure their fellow merchants stay local—it’s just a 
matter of time before somebody with money tries to turn 
the place into another Domain. To prevent that from ever 

happening, be sure to give these newest (local) Manor merchants a 
fair shake. 

wnui OrGanics
2309 manOr rD.
nuiOrGanics.cOm

Whatever merino wool is, it must 
be good if it can handle pureed 
fruits, drool, urine and feces. 
occupational hazard for the 
baby and toddler clothing sold 
by this boutique, which recently 
moved to Manor from W. 6th. 
The place sells stuff made from 
organic cotton too, ensuring 
children around the hood will 
ruin their clothes in style.

wDane’s BODy shOp
2701 manOr rD.
DanesBODyshOp.cOm
bringing yoga, strength and 
high-intensity Fusion workouts 
to a former Master Valet 
Cleaners space that already has 
the big windows passers-by can 
look into so they’ll feel either 
guilty or inspired at the sight of 
all those people working out.

wunit-D pizzeria
2406 manOr rD.
unitDpizzeria.cOm 
Since Red House shut 
its doors a seeming 
eternity ago (2012 to be 
exact), we’ve suffered no 
end of pain and torment 
without a neighborhood 
pizza joint to call our 
own. Now the age of 
unit-D is upon us, and 

this is cause to rejoice. Named 
for its address in the building it 
shares with Dai Due and Sugar 
Mama’s, this pizzeria offers 
Neapolitan pies made in an 
Acunto Mario wood-burning 
oven imported from Naples. The 
place also serves small plates 
and desserts paired with wine 
and craft beers. Fancy but not 
too fancy.

MErCANTilE WATCH

More for Manor
Three new businesses join Manor’s embarassment of riches | by Flea Staff

DO sOMETHiNg

Groups
A couple of new neigh-
borhoody groups have 
launched in the past few 
months, just FYI:

wImagine Cherrywood 
All about strengthening 
community connections 
by supporting neighbor-
hood events and volunteer 
opportunities including 
clothing, plant and book 
swaps, parades, park 
cleanups, and more.  
More info: 
imaginecherrywood.org

wFriends of Austin   
Neighborhoods 
Designed as an alternative 
hub for neighborhood as-
sociations to trade notes, 
unite on certain issues 
and just do their thang a 
whole lot better. 
More info: atxfriends.org
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Stay Connected

NeiGhBorhood CoNCerNS  chair@cherrywood.org
FleA CoNCerNS  flea@cherrywood.org

NeiGhBorhood ASSoCiAtioNS

CherryWood NeiGhBorhood ASSoC.   cherrywood.org
BlACklANd CoMMuNity developMeNt Corp.  blacklandcdc.org

Mueller NeiGhBorhood ASSoCiAtioN  muellerneighborhood.org
SChieFFer-WilloWBrook  sites.google.com/site/swnaaustin

GroupS

AuStiN NeiGhBorhoodS CouNCil  ancweb.org/neighborhood-groups
iMAGiNe CherryWood  www.facebook.com/groups/imaginecherrywood

FrieNdS oF AuStiN NeiGhBorhoodS  atxfriends.org
78722 BuSiNeSS ASSoCiAtioN  78722.biz 

liStServS

NeiGhBorNet  groups.yahoo.com/group/NeighborNet
duplex NAtioN Net  groups.yahoo.com/group/duplexNation

SoCiAl MediA

CNA FACeBook  facebook.com/cna.austin
CherryWood 78722  www.facebook.com/cherrywood78722

Nextdoor CherryWood cherrywoodaustin.nextdoor.com
MApleWood eleMeNtAry  maplewoodelem.tx.aie.schoolinsites.com

MApleWood ptA  www.facebook.com/maplewoodschool
MApleWood SChool CoMMuNity  www.facebook.com/groups/ 

maplewoodschool

bACk TO sCHOOl ClOTHiNg AND 
TOy sWAP
Aug. 22  10–11:30am
Asbury Servant Church
 
78722 bUsiNEss AssOCiAT iON 
HAPPy HOUrs 
Sept. 1  8pm 
Windmill Bicycles
oct. 6  5pm 
Butterfly Bar

iMAgiNE CHErryWOOD  
HAPPy HOUr
Sept. 14  5pm  
in.gredients

END OF sUMMEr sPlAsH PArTy
Sept. 3  6-9pm  
Salvage Vanguard Theater

NATiONAl NigHT OUT
oct. 6  5:30 pm  
Cherrywood Green 
 
PlANT AND bOOk sWAP 
oct. 10  9am–noon  
Cherrywood Green

HAllOWEEN PArADE
oct. 31  5pm 
French Place & 28th St. 
 
EAsT AUsT iN HANDMADE ArTs
third Saturdays  11-5 pm
El Sapo

n O T A b L E  S T u F F  G O I n ’  D O w n

 Tovo in da House
CHErryWOOD MEET iNg 
Aug. 19  6:30pm 
Asbury Servant 
Church

we’ve mentioned this 
elsewhere in these 

pages, but seriously, 
it’s a big deal to have 

rep. Kathy Tovo at our 
humble neighborhood 

meeting, so try and 
make it, ‘kay?



pawpausepets@gmail.com512.553.6729

TROUBADOUR LANDSCAPE
Wayne Kamin

Consultation
Design

Restoration
Installation
Maintenance

Xeriscape Award Winner
Organic, Native, and 512-736-3853
Naturalized troubadourland@peoplepc.com

mostroot9@gmail.com
www.centralaustinfirewood.com

 

 

Couples wanted for research study on 
relationship experiences across the 

lifespan 
We are looking for couples between the ages of 30 and 75 who 

either (1) are in a new dating relationship or (2) have been 
married for at least 10 years. Eligible couples can receive up to 

$150 as compensation for their time. Please contact the 
Relationship Experiences Across the Lifespan Project (REAL) 
at The University of Texas at Austin at 512-475-7527 or email 
us at austinmarriageproject@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 
This study has been approved by The University of Texas at Austin Institutional 

Review Board 
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2200 Manor rd  512-472-9900

offer expires 

10/31/2015

	  
DHARMA YOGA RATES 
FIVE STARS ON YELP.

Locally grown and open for everyone.

3317 Manor Road
WALKING DISTANCE FROM

CONTIGO RESTAURANT

www.Dharma-Yoga.net

DHARMA YOGA Y
EAST SIDE
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512.451.8050 www.txconstruct.com

We collaborate closely with your architects and designers to 
expertly excecute projects in a variety of architectural styles. 

Crystals  •  Minerals •  Fossils •  Jewelry
Celtic, Pagan, Native American Items

Books • CDs • Salt Lamps • Beads
Spheres • Hearts • Incense  • Oils

Souvenirs • Obelisks • Pyramids
Candles • Cards • Bookends 

 Lapidary Supplies & Services Lapidary Supplies & Services
Interior & Exterior Rockscape

Tibetan and Crystal Bowls
Plus Much, Much More 
NTROCKS.COM

14,000 SqFt. OF TREASURES

RETAIL STORE * ROUGH ROCK * COMMUNITY EVENT CENTER
4103 NORTH IH35 AUSTIN.TX 78722 512.472.5015 * OPEN 7 DAYS 

FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD
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American comfort food 
in the heart of East Austin 
for more than 25 years.

For reservations, call 512-476-5858

1/2 price bottles 
of wine 

Mondays 
4 p.m. to close
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Providing care for the pets of

Cherrywood since 1971

New Location on I-35 access road

near Mueller

AustinVetHospital.com

(512) 476-9191

Honest-to-Goodness Good Texas Cooking
 –  S E R V I N G  U P  –

2002 Manor Road – Austin, Texas – 78722
(512) 479-5006

OPEN M-F: 11AM – 10PM, S&S: 8AM – 10PM

W W W . H O O V E R S C O O K I N G . C O M

Now Open - Now Open - 
Right A� oss the S� eet!Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - Now Open - Now Open - 
Now Open - 
Right A� oss the S� eet!
Right A� oss the S� eet!
Right A� oss the S� eet!
Right A� oss the S� eet!
Right A� oss the S� eet!
Right A� oss the S� eet!
Right A� oss the S� eet!Now Open - 
Right A� oss the S� eet!Now Open - 

w w w.Cherry wood.org  
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