
~bejflea 
The Newsletter of the Cherrywood Neighborhood Association 
Vol. 3, No.3 April1998 

Dear Neighbor, 
When you open this quarter's edition of The Flea to page two, take a good look at how many 

people have become involved in Cherrywood Neighborhood Association. Just a couple of years ago 
only a handful of people would have appeared on such a list; now twenty-one different names 
appear, and the overall number of individuals participating regularly in CNA meetings and 
activities seems to grow by the day. This growth attests to the health of the CNA and to the passion 
that Cherrywood residents have for their neighborhood. These are your neighbors. They are 
sacrificing their time and confronting complex issues in order to promote the quality of life that we 
all value. Support them, or even better, join them. The pride that comes with working to improve 
your community is more than worth the effort. 

Mueller redevelopment 
plan moves forward 

During the week of April 6, the San 
Francisco-based ROMA Planning Team, with 
input from the State of Texas, the Citizens 
Advisory Group, and several neighborhood 
focus groups (including one in which CNA 
Secretary Jim Walker plays a key role), issued 
a third draft of its plan for redeveloping the 
Robert Mueller Airport site. This draft is a 
work in progress; citizens still have time to 
offer input. Space limitations prevent The 
Flea from publishing the plan, but a recap of 
the recent history of the process is worthwhile.' 

In September 1995, the City Council 
appointed the Robert Mueller Airport 
Redevelopment Process and Goals Task Force, 
consisting of 16 members, two of whom reside 
in Cherrywood. 
· The task force, chaired by CNA's own 

Girard Kinney, met for six months and 
produced a report advocating an intensively 
developed, sustainable mixed-use community, 
incorporating extensive measures to support 
the surrounding neighborhoods. 

In April 1996, both the CNA and the City 
Council endorsed the task force report's 
recommendations. 

A year later, in spring 1997, the city hired 
ROMA to develop a plan for the site that 
reflected the task forca's goals. The City asked 
Kinney to act as a liaison between ROMA and 

Continued on page 8 > 

Let's grow up! 
It's been proposed that we graduate 

beyond our initial bylaws in order to 
remain effective, dynamic, inclusive, and 
representative. 

The examination of this idea was 
encouraged at the last Policy Committee 
meeting by the formation of a 
Restructuring Subcommittee co-chaired by 
Pauline Porter and Gordon Bennett. The 
members are working on a proposal to 
model CNA after a 13-member Steering 
Committee approach currently used by 
Austin's more long-standing associations. 

A presentation is planned at the next 
general meeting on April 29th for the 
consideration of all CNA members and 
there are plans to discuss the development 
of a Vision Workshop. Please come and 
participate! 

-Joan Gruszka 
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Cherrywood Neighborhood 
Association 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

The Flea 
Editor 
Layout 
Distribution 
Advertising 

Committees 
Policy 
Spirit Action 
Parks 
Association Restructuring 

Projects 
Community Gardens 

Hike and Bike Trail 

Neighborhood Beautification 

Recycling and Disposals 
Maplewood School 
Scrapbook & History 
Speeding & Traffic 

Tree planting 

Buzz Avery 476-1889 
Barbara Mink 477-9094 

Jim ~alker 499-0526 
Stephen Kreger 477-4216 

Bennett Donovan 473-2089 
Mike Conner 474-7012 

Mike McClendon 482-0016 
Stephen Kreger 477-4216 

Buzz Avery 476-1889 
Sharon Edmonson 473-2337 

Girard Kinney 478-5042 
Gordon Bennett 477-7195 

Pauline Porter 322-0717 

Neil Jodeit 469-9325 
Lisa Tipps 322-9620 

Cynthia Majors 479-0774 
Michael McClendon 482-0016 

Mike Damal 4 78-9622 
Sharon Edmonson 473-2337 

Jim Walker 499-0526 
Jack Newman 476-6616 

Sharon Edmonson 473-2337 
Helen & Ben Davis 474-9751 

Cathy Jones 480-8041 
Steve Barney 478-3653 
Mike Damal 4 78-9622 

Airport Redevelopment Gordon Bennett 4 77-719 5 
Priscilla Boston 4 78-1867 

Jim Walker 499-0526 
Cat-In-Hood (feral cat control) Sharon Edmonson 473-2337 
Schieffer Area Priscilla Boston 478-1867 
Emaillistserv Jim Walker 499-0526 jwalk@greenbuilder.com 
Web page Gordon Bennett 477-7195 gordonb@uts.cc.utexas.edu 

Dear Editor, 

Page 2 

"'Q==~~~ Letter 
to the 
Editor 

Just wanted to let you 
know that I really enjoy The 
Flea. Hope you will keep it 
coming. 

Because of my age, I am 
unable to help you with the 
delivery of The Flea, but I would 
like to contribute $10.00 for the 
expense of having it printed. 

I live on 32nd Street and 
have lived there for over 50 
years. There are some yards on 
32nd Street that never seem to 
be mowed. I just wondered if 
the neighborhood association 
could do anything to alleviate 
this problem. 

Dear Lisa, 

Thank you, 
Lisa Engeling 

Thanks so much for the 
generous contribution. The issue 
of unkempt yards came up at the 
CNA meeting of 10129197. You 
can call Mark Parsons of Travis 
County Health and Human 
Services at 469-2015 to report 
the problem of weeds taller than 
18". Sharon Edmonson has also 
volunteered to help residents on 
this issue. You can call her at 
473-2337. 

Send letters to the Editor to 
3706 Clarkson Avenue, Austin, 
TX 78722, faxes to 474-2895, or 
e-mail to conner@texas.net. 
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January 28, 1998 
meeting highlights 

The following items were excerpted from 
Secretary Jim Walker's minutes of the last 
CNA meeting. For the full text of the minutes, 
call Jim Walker at 499-0526. 

Annual Officer Elections 
Buzz Avery, Stephen Kreger, and Jim 

Walker were nominated for President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary, respectively. Each 
was elected without opposition and will serve 
a third consecutive term. 

Mike Damal and Barbara Mink were 
nominated for vice-president. Mike accepted in 
absentia and Sharon Edmonson read his 
statement. Barbara read her own statement. 
Barbara won 19-18 with one illegible ballot. A 
motion to revote lost 30-6. This will be 
Barbara's first term as Vice-President. 

Schieffer Neighborhood 
The last several issues of The Flea have 

been distributed in the area represented by 
the Schieffer Neighborhood Association and 
have solicited response on the subject of union 
with the CNA. Several Schieffer residents 
expressed hesitancy over joining without full 
neighborhood consensus. After considerable 
discussion, a motion to unite the two 
associations passed 33-1. The CNA by-laws 
will be amended to reflect this union. 

Policy Committee Update 
The Policy Committee was formed to 

recommend policy on important issues 
brought before CNA meetings. The committee 
is open to everyone. Many feel that the CNA 
needs a basic vision before any representative 
policies can develop. To this end, the Policy 
Committee has renamed itself the Policy and 
Vision Committee. It typically meets on the 
third Saturday of every month. Contact Buzz 
Avery at 476-1889 for more information. 

Financial Report 
Treasurer Stephen Kreger reported an 

increase in printing costs for The Flea. It 
currently costs $294 to print 1500 copies; ads 
now bring in $200 per issue. The newsletter 

thus runs a deficit, although a $97 one-page 
advertising insert allowed the last issue to 
break even. In the future, the price of ads 
might have to be raised, or more ads might 
have to be included. 

Suspicious Activities 
Neighbors along Vineland and Giles 

Street suspect drug-dealing from a house in 
the area. The Austin Police Department has 
been slow to respond due to a lack of material 
witnesses. It was suggested that residents 
keep an eye on the area to discourage illegal 
activities or form a formal Neighborhood 
Watch on the streets in question. 

Meeting Space 
Increased attendance at CNA meetings is 

putting pressure on the current space at 
Maplewood Elementary. The new pastor at 
Asbury United Methodist has invited the CNA 
to move its meetings back to the church, but 
several people expressed a desire to keep 
Maplewood School as a focal point for the 
neighborhood. It was agreed to try to find a 
bigger available room at Maplewood. 

Coalition of Airport Neighborhoods 
Jim Walker outlined intentions to create a 

coalition of neighborhoods adjacent to Mueller 
Airport. Such a coalition could strengthen the 
community's voice in airport redevelopment. 
Contact Jim at 499-0526 for more info. 

Spirit-Action Committee Update 
Sharon Edmonson, Chair of the Spirit

Action Committee, gave a report on SAC 
activities. Refer to page 6 for her updated 
report. 

AUSTIN OUTDOOR GEAR 
.- AND GUIDANCE 

RENTALS ~ 
INSTRUCTION ~ 

TOURS ~~~~~ 
SALES ~ 

3411 N. IH 35 John A. Van Ness 
Austin, T e:us 78722 President 

(512) 473-2644 Fax (512)473-2628 
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Neighborhood Buzz 
by Buzz Avery 

Spring has sprung 
Spring is upon us with all its glory. Days 

are cool and everywhere green foliage bursts 
forth. It's the best time to walk the 
neighborhood and appreciate our wonderful 
neck of the woods. 

Spring is also the best time to assess the 
conditions of our own homes and yards. 
Priorities might include: 
• Landscaping and improving yards with 

ample watering, trimming, tree-planting, 
decorative stonework, and possible 
xeriscaping 

• Painting homes, porches, and fences; 
reshingling roofs; repairing sidewalks, 
porch lights, mailboxes, and gutters 

• Disposing of rubbish or branches that 
have accumulated around your house 
Well-kept homes with aesthetically 

pleasing exteriors provide many benefits. 
"Curb appeal" accounts for about 10% of a 
home's value. Psychologically, coming home to 
a beautiful domicile improves your disposition 
with the pride of accomplishment. In terms of 
safety, criminals tend to look for neglected 
areas and pass up neighborhoods where the 
residents obviously care. 

I think I've finally got myself psyched up 
enough to turn off the TV and just do it. 

Return of the zapper 
I've covered this issue in the past, but 

people need to be reminded that bug zappers 
do not kill mosquitos. Mosquitos are blind; 
they are attracted to the odor of warm-blooded 
animals, not to light. 

Bug zappers actually attract and kill the 
predators of mosquitos, principally 
dragonflies. The end result is an increase in 
mosquito population. 

Mosquitos are controlled only by 
eliminating standing water that collects in 
empty trash cans, discarded tires, rain 
gutters, buckets, etc. Mosquitos don't respect 
property lines. If your neighbors aren't 
helping to control the problem, ask them to do 
so or do it for them. Just don't buy bug 
zappers. 

Proposed bylaws changes 
Some CNA activists are earnestly 

advocating change in how we now operate [see 
related articles on pages 1 and 5]. 

Three years ago the CNA came back to 
life by adopting new bylaws and electing 
officers. Today, however, these bylaws may be 
insufficient to address the wide variety of 
situations we face. The City of Austin seeks 
neighborhood input on issues on an almost 
weekly basis. We need to be able to respond. 

The existing bylaws allow the president to 
speak for the association on issues on which 
the general membership has adopted a 

position at a regular quarterly 
meeting. There's often a gap between 
the surfacing of an issue and the 
association's response. 

Suggested changes to the 
bylaws are forthcoming-but a 

word to the wise. When it 
comes to major changes to the 

status quo, disagreements inevitably 
emerge. It is absolutely inappropriate to hash 
out such differences at general meetings. This 
divides the association, drives people away, 
and ultimately fails to accomplish anything. 

At our April meeting, the membership 
will decide whether to continue this reform 
initiative. If approved, then the Association 
Restructuring Subcommittee will present new 
bylaws for adoption at the July meeting. 

If you have a heartfelt interest in bylaws 
revision, get involved now. Contact Pauline 
Porter at 322-0717 or Gordon Bennett at 
477-7195. Don't wait until the last minute to 
try to undo what others have spent months 
creating. 

NEWMAN ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Real estate sales, management & leasing 

Neighborhood resident for 17 years 

Jack Josey Newman, Jr. 
Broker 
1402 E. 37th Street 

Office 476-6616 
Fax 478-3512 
Mobile # 497-8285 

E-mail finewman@prismnet.com 
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CNA in your e-mailbox 
The CNA Web site offers information on 

the association and the neighborhood, but for 
keeping up with issues on an ongoing basis, 
try subscribing to CNA's e-mail list. 

By doing so you can post a message 
asking for information or passing along news 
your neighbors should know about. This 
message will be e-mailed to all subscribers. ' 

If you want to reply to a given message 
that arrives in your e-mailbox, you may either 
send your response directly to the originator 
or broadcast it by posting it as if it were an 
independent message. 

To join, please direct a request to Jim 
Walker (jwalk@mail.utexas.edu) or Gordon 
Bennett (gordonb@uts.cc.utexas.edu). This 
procedure protects members' privacy: anyone 
can view messages but only subscribers can 
access names and addresses. You may remove 
your name independently. 

To send your message to everyone on 
the list, direct e-mail to: cherrywood@ 
mcfeeley .cc. utexas.edu. 

To contact the list processor, direct 
e-mail to listproc@mcfeeley.cc.utexas.edu. 
Leave the subject line blank (if your e-mail 
software permits), and put your request in the 
form of a key phrase into the message space. 

For example, to get a list of subscribers 
with their e-mail addresses, send the message 
"review cherrywood." You can get the 
information in this article by sending "info 
cherrywood." For a comprehensive list of these 
command phrases, send the message "help." 
To remove yourself from the list send 
"unsubscribe cherrywood." 

MART, INC. 

Your Ndghborhood 

International Food Store 

Delwood Center 406·3900 

Draft bylaws proposals 
posted on CNA Web site 

Considerable energy is going into a 
revision of CNA's bylaws, spurred on by 
Pauline Porter's discovery of a very different 
and arguably better structure used 
successfully by the Old West Austin 
Neighborhood Association (OW ANA). 

Two new CNA Web pages give the latest 
information on these proposals: 

1. "CNA and OW ANA:.' is a one-page 
summary of differences between our current 
bylaws and the OW ANA bylaws. 

2. "Revised Draft" presents the latest 
draft for possible new CNA bylaws, modeled 
onOWANA's. 

The CNA's Web site can now be found at 
http://asnic.utexas.edu/-bennett/nhome.htm. 
The old location points to it. 

Printed copies of the latest draft are also 
available by calling me at 477-7195 or Girard 
Kinney at 4 78-5042. 

-Gordon Bennett 

Royal Touch Cleaners 

Your neighborhood cleaners 

1406 E. 38 'h Street 478-2460 

MCVAS. 
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Spirit Action Committee 
Update 

by Sharon Edmonson, SAC Chair 

Cat-in-the-Hood Club 
Nineteen-count 'em-nineteen of 

Cherrywood's feral cats (11 males, 8 females) 
have now been trapped, spayed, vaccinated; 
and released. This costs $35 per cat. Sponsors 
are urgently needed. To sponsor a cat, or even 
half a cat, call me (473-2337) or CAT-PAC 
trapper Cassie Helton (474-7461). 

Cherrywood scrapbook 
We have purchased a cloth-covered 

neighborhood scrapbook, measuring 20"x 25" 
and containing 50 loose-leaf pages. We will 
bring a box to CNA meetings to collect 
historical and "history-in-the-making" photos 
and memorabilia. Mike Doyle has volunteered 
his scanner for reproducing images. Anyone 
with photos can contact me at 473-2337. Look 
for a CNA History committee to form soon. 

Neighborhood parks 
SAC's investigation of trashed-out vacant 

properties in the neighborhood has not only 
found the existence ofReed Park, but also 
located another acre-sized parcel of 
undeveloped city property adjacent to the 
railroad tracks and a tributary of Boggy Creek 
between Vineland and Clarkson (North-South) 
and Merrie Lynn and Larry Lane past 
Randolph (East-West). 

Mter six months of trying to get city 
departments to clean the parcel, SAC/Clean
Up Committee activists did it themselves. 
They devoted a ~kend to dragging trash 
such as paint cans, tires, auto parts, furniture, 
and beer bottles from the underbrush. At that 
point, the city finally got involved. Capital 
Metro/Longhorn Railway hauled away the 
collected trash, the city's Solid Waste Services 
picked up the rotting railroad ties, the Electric 
Utility-Urban Forestry department chipped 
up the woody debris, and Environmental 
Health Services posted "no dumping" signs. 

Thanks to this broad-based community 
and city effort, perhaps the numerous birds in 
the area sing a little louder. [See related 
article on page 8.] 

Monthly neighborhood cleanups 
Cleanups of Manor Road and 38% Street 

continue on the first Saturday of every month. - ~. ' 
I lead the 38% Street cleanup from Pato's Y 
parking lot at 9:00 am; Mike Damalleads the 
Manor Road cleanup from 2002 Manor Raod 
(old Discovery Incubator) at 10:00 am. The 
more people who participate, the more we can 
clean in one hour. It really makes a difference. 

On the SAC burner 
Other issues discussed at recent SAC 

meetings include a Welcome Wagon to greet 
new residents, an "elder-care" network to 
support senior citizens, a neighborhood party, 
a neighborhood mural project, and the 
planting of trees and wildflowers. 

If you are interested in any of these items, 
or have any ideas of your own, please attend 
the May 27 or June 24 SAC meetings to be 
held in the Maplewood Elementary School art 
room from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Melanie's Plant Care 
Personalized Plant Care Service 

(512) 473-8895 

Full Service Banking 

··~·· ••••• -••••• 
··~··· To The Nth Degree• 

Austin 
,ciesw SLpermorke~ cjr/Ce 

344-7000 

M-F I 0 c:m - 7 pm • Sot r 0 om - 4 pm 
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Paranoid Railroad, 
or how nothing scares big business like 
neighborhood interest in 

Early in J 
mattress 
Road and v•a11.~~ 
don't fit in 
the city and 
maintains its 
railroad, and 
me that Mr. 
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however, my 
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~~ Agenda for April29, 1998 General Meeting 
Maplewood Elementary School 

6:30* Greetings and refreshments 
6:40 Begin meeting with introductions 
6:45 Acknowledgments, announcements, and amendments or additions to agenda 
7:00-7:30 Committee reports ' 

7:00 Spirit-Action Committee 
7: 10 Policy Committee 
7:20 Parks Committee 

7:30-8:55 Discussion and action items 
7:30 Consider appointment of Jim Walker as Mueller Conversion CNA liaison 
7:40 Development permit applications 
7:50 Neighborhood communications: The Flea, Web site, and e-mail 
8:00 Restructuring Committee presentation 

8:55 Set date and place of next meeting 
9:00 Adjourn 

*Times are approximate. Please keep comments brief so all wishing to speak can be heard. 

..................................................................................... · ....................................................... .. .......................... ·········································································· ····· ....... · ......... •. 

Cherrywood Parks 
Task Force appointed 

The CNA Policy Committee has appointed 
a Parks Task Force to study Reed Park (aka 
"Sunsong Park" and "Cherrywood Park"), 
bounded by Cherrywood Road, 34th Street, 
Kern Ramble, and Concordia Avenue. 

The task force, consisting of 13 
Cherrywood residents, has met, assigned 
preliminary areas of responsibility, toured the 
site, and scheduled one more meeting before 
the April 29th General Meeting. 

The Task Force will inventory resources 
at the park, research the history of the site, 
identify key issues to be addressed, propose a 
name for the park, produce a physical plan 
and implementation strategy, and bring a 
recommendation to the CNA. The process we 
develop to deal with this park could 
potentially become a prototype for developing 
a greenspace plan for the entire neighborhood. 

>-Mueller Continued from page 1 
the various groups affected by the 
redevelopment. 

In summer 1997, special interests argued 
for keeping Mueller open to aviation. In 

response, the CNA again voted to support 
termination of all aviation. Soon after, the 
State finally agreed to move all aviation 
operations to Austin Bergstrom International 
Airport (ABIA) in return for the right to 
develop 282 acres of the Mueller site as a 
state office park. 

A city-wide forum on the latest 
redevelopment proposal will take place on 
April 29 at 6:30p.m. at the City's Electric 
Utility Building at 721 Barton Springs Road. 
The Citizens Advisory Group will meet on 
May 20 at 6:30p.m. in the City Hall Annex at 
2nd and Lavaca. 

-Information supplied by Girard Kinney. 

mi~adres 
l\1EXICAN FOOD 

:J(awr 'Wortii Camin9 ~:for! 

Aurelio Torres 

2201 Manor Road 
480-8441 
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Homes In .d The City s1 e 

lf you want to buy or sell a special home inside Austin, 
then call Linda Lou ,Taylor of HenryS. Miller Realtors 

Because of the eclectic nature of our city's established neighborhoods, 
the effective pricing and marketing of a home inside Austin is no easy 
matter. It takes knowledge and experience ... and lots of it. I have 20 years 
real estate experience and I know Austin, Inside and out. 

A R B 0 R E 

Linda Lou Taylor 
343-0270.472-3346 

T U M 

- --- -- ----------- ----

I am so excited to finally be a part of the Cherrywood neighborhoods. 

Since I bought the Hostetter's house at 1712 Giles Street, I've been 

delighted by the warm reception I've had from many of my new neighbors. 

I look forward to meeting the rest of you soon. ~ o:::i ~ 

I offer FREE 
Notary Service in the 

Cherrywood neighborhoods. 
Just call me. 

the 

INSIDERS 343-0270 
henrys. miller 



Rebeccas 

Home Owner's Update 
What sHot & What s Not in the Austin Area 

Vol. 1 #1 

Not-
Don't Go With The Slow 

o For an inexpensive, environmen
tally safe way to keep your drains 
clean and the system working 
longer, mix together 1 cup of bak
ing soda, 1 cup of salt and 1/4 cup 
of cream of tartar. Once a week, 
pour 1/2 cup of this mixture down 
the drain, followed by 1 quart of 
boiling water. 

o If you didn't take preventive steps 
in time and your drain is already 
clogged, pur in 1/4 cup of baking 
soda, followed by 1/2 cup of vinegar. 
Cover the drain until the fizzing 
stops, then flush with 1 quart of boil
ing water. 

o If you don't have baking soda 
handy, try this alternative cure for a 
clogged drain. Boil 3 cups of vin
egar, pour it down the drain and wait 
ten minutes for it to take effect. The 
drain should be ready to use. 

Hot-
Put that Christmas 
Tree to use before 
you put it away! 
An inexpensive way to clean a 
chimney is to lower a rope from 
the top and tie the end hanging 
down the chimney to the trunk of 
a small, cut fir tree, from the roof, 
haul the tree up through the flue. 
Then drop the free end of the rope 
down the flue and pull the tree 
back down. (Like most techniques 
for cleaning chimneys, this is a 
messy operation. Be sure to cover 
the hearth and all adjacent areas 
before beginning it.) 

A Cherrywood resident since 197 2 

If you're planning a move to a larger home, need to relocate, or know 
someone one the move - call me - Rebecca Kohout at HenryS. Miller, 
REALTORS, 925 Westbank Dr., Austin, Texas 78746. For the BEST 
MOVE of your life! 

Rebecca Kohout 

off· (512) 327-9141 
Hm.: (512) 477-9560 
Fax: (512) 327-2831 

Mobil: (512) 415-9876 

Spring 1999 

Spring Notes!!~ 
'J , 

-------------------------------- -~ 

January C 
10 Austin Lyric Opera Strauss \J 

Salome Bass Concert Hall ,, 
(·'· 17 White Tailed Deer Season ·. _, 

Ends - South Texas (C 

19 Confederate Hero 's Day '""' 
(State Holiday) :; 
Classes begin: SWTSU, UT ;;! 

22 UT Performing Arts Center- · · ·~ 
Quartet with Manuel BarruecO 

23 Concordia University Austin > 
Ethnic Fair ;,.... 

31 A Mozart Fest Annual Birthdan 
Concert r-"-

20-24 Chicago ,..; 
UT Performing Arts Center ,_ 

February ~ 
·~ 

12 Holiday- AISD, Eanes (Hale
Day), Hyde Park, Kirby Hall;:
Leander, Manor, Pflugerville~~~ ' 
Tx School for the Deaf ' 

15 President's Day (Federal, 
State, County, City Holiday) .::: 

16 UT Performing Arts Center -~ 
Tito Puente ;..: .... 

20-21 Austin Cat Fanciers Charity ~.; 
Cat Show -

March 
2 Texas Independence Day 

(State Holiday) 

11 Austin Newcomers Club 
Luncheon 

12-20 South by Southwest Film 
Festival 

12-21 Austin- Travis County Live
stock Show, Rodeo & Fair 

15 Spring Break Begins: AISD 

21 Austin American Statesman 
Capitol 10,000 

22 Holiday: AISD Classes Resume 


